Matt Carnagie

From: Mary Polkowski <mary@ccwtraining.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 9, 2017 3:53 PM

To: Mary Polkowski

Subject: re; HH16-19 update

Attachments: TestimonyHB4416-19i.docx

Importance: High

Dear State Representative and/or Representative Aide:

As promised, we are messaging a follow up document of related support to our position opposing House Bills 4416-19
This is for your convenience and understanding of this position as we may only have a few minutes to speak at both
hearings May 10 and May 16.

Kindly let us know you have received our prepared work.

Respectfully,

Deputy Allen and Mary Polkowski

586-322-2477

Ultimate Protection Academy
35965 Groesbeck Hwy
Clinton Twp. MI 48035
586-286-SAFE(7233)
www.ccwtraining.com
Directors of Training

Mary & Allen Polkowski

Like Us On FaceBooK!

Dear Honorable State Representative andfor Representative Aide:
Nice to speak to you the other day.

Thank you for allowing us to express our position in opposition for the series of House Bills HB 4416-19: Constitutional
Carry/elimination of both CPL Permit Requirement AND Pistol Safety Training for Michigan Residents.

We are respectfully requesting all Michigan State Representatives to vote no for these series of bills. These can and
should be replaced with the reasonable, fair and intelligent bills expanding the Pistol Safety Training
Requirement/Qualification by Certified Training Academies (Instructors) annually; including the Training Entities
Requirement of both Qualification/Training for those certified Academies (instructors): similar to the law enforcement
annual firearm qualification standards set my MCOLES (MSP). Detalls available by request.

I have attached a link (via Google Drive) a selected background Professional Vita of Allen and Mary Polkowski to provide
credibility to our knowledge of the subject matter. Please let me know if you have not received that separate email,

https://drive. le.com/file/d/0BxgxBvWIMMXwTaaOFGcFYOUWS/view?usp=sharin

Also, a sample listing of the research and personal experience of Myths/Misinformation and Facts related to the content of
these bills and their impeding effects to all law abiding citizens will be sent to you within the next few days.

Please feel free to contact us for questions, comments or concerns.
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Respectfully,
Deputy Allen Polkowski
Mary Polkowski, President and owner: ULTIMATE Protection Firearm Academy and Indoor Range

Ultimate Protection Academy
35965 Groesbeck Hwy
Clinton Twp, MI 48035
586-286-5AFE(7233)
www.ccwtraining.com
Directors of Training

Mary & Allen Polkowski

Like Us On FaceBooK!
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Deputy Allen and Mary Polkowski
ULTIMATE Protection Academy and Indoor Tactical Training Range
35965 Groesbeck Hwy.
Clinton Twp., MI 48035
May 9, 2017

586-322-2477

Report #1

Re: House Bills 4416-19
Constitutional Carry

Removing the Requirement for Citizens to Obtain a Concealed Carry Permit to
Be Armed while Concealed in Public

Introduction:

It is our position to oppose these Bills as presented in their current form,
however, if they are amended to state the following, we would be advocates for a
new law.

Change: eliminate all reference to “Constitutional Carry”; retain the current
permit Concealed Carry Permit(CPL) requirements; expand the obligations of
current CPL citizens to re-qualify/re-certify as well as properly certified CPL
Instructors annually at State designated Training Academies and to expand the
enforcement of state minimum requirements for Instructors who are offering
Pistol Training Courses per Public Act 372 of 1927 and current amendments: with
emphasis on “...section 28.425,” Pistol Safety Training Requirements. That way,



we can join state representatives in voting YES for a bill(s) that really make
Michigan Safer!

Clarification:

To the best of our knowledge, no one person or group has worked harder for
‘Gun Rights’ of law abiding Michigan Citizens than us; beginning in 1995 Mary
Polkowski formed her ladies Shooting club advocacy group (ULTIMATE) with the
assistance of the now disbanded gun rights advocacy group “Brass Roots” headed
by Ted Nugent, Jon Coon and Mike Hoban. One year later MCRGO was formed
well as Front Sight in Las Vegas Nevada. What is significant with ‘Front Sight’ is
this Firearm Academy’s founder Dr. Ignatius Piazza, of who we met and admire
when training there in 1997, has created an entire Second Amendment resort of
well-armed, yet expertly trained average American families, former law
enforcement and military persons who are model citizens for everyone to
emulate as average people who have enjoyed the freedom of the Second
Amendment yet excel in ‘skill at arms’. (www.frontsight.com) Everyone in
America should travel to, train with or at least research “Front Sight “ as the safe
society that so many of “so called” gun rights advocates claim to be, which
includes the inseparable combination of both bearing of arms with continuing skill
at arms through training. One without the other is what our founding fathers
predicted to be the end of our freedoms as they provided for us.

Second Amendment”

“A Well-Regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a Free State, the
right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” Any entry
high school English course will guide the student in building a paragraph with the
most important topic sentence followed by supporting ideas. Our Founding
Fathers knew this: that is why they first stated “A Well-Regulated...”

Let’s look at “Regulated”:



(A)the first Amendment provides Freedom of Speech, yet a resident cannot
enter at will into any courthouse, stand at the witness stand and
pontificate for any undetermined length of time without consequences
to their actions....there are many common sense examples, herein is just
one. Hence: speech is “Regulated”

(B) residents over the age of eighteen have the right to vote, yet Michigan
has a voter Identification Law in effect. A resident has to give up time,
expense and personal information to the state in order to exercise their
franchise. Hence voting is “Regulated”.

(C) Residents have a right to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and
effects against unreasonable searches and seizures (ie. :Fourth
Amendment) yet with a government issued ‘Search Warrant’ a person
can have this right retracted. Hence: Personal Rights can be
“Regulated”.

There are more examples too time consuming for this document.
Myths & Misinformation Dispelled:
Gun Rights Activists are advocates for gun safety education:

Kindly inform us how many years any activist group or individual has volunteered
to teach and provide firearm safety, including, but not limited to: NRA Gun
Accident Prevention Program “Eddie Eagle”; Children’s’ Stranger-Danger
Abduction Avoidance; youth firearm safety like Hunters Education/Youth rifle-
handgun programs like whitetailsunlimited.com “Kids on Target” or NSSF’s “First
Shots for beginning shooters? We have for the past 22 years. If not, then it is
difficult at best to convince the general public that such persons truly have the
community’s best interest in mind when it could be argued that there is personal

gain from the increased paying membership dues if house bills such as these are
passed to entice gun enthusiasts that a gun rights organization has their best
interest in mind. It would be different if any/all gun rights organizations offered
free memberships or paid members to join whereas the organizers of these
groups incurred all expenses of the organization and had not one administration
staff member paid by dues paying members.



“Michigan laws are very confusing to most people...”

True. That is precisely one of the many reasons these bills are flawed (HB 4416-
19). People need instruction, resources and leadership in being as uniquely
informed of either the essence of the over 20,000 gun laws in the books {(an NRA
statement paraphrased from the NRA ‘Personal Protection In The Home Video”
for CPL classes) so that they can be able to know what is required to avoid
violating gun laws, avoid using excessive force and be directed to where they can
find changes in current guns laws.

“..and removing the permitting process will remove more bureaucratic red tape
that law abiding citizens have to jump through.”

Stating this simply ignores the fact that in the past approximately 16 years since
when PA 381 took effect July 1, 2001, great strides in local and state governments
have occurred to streamline, process on line, and eliminate (ie.: gun boards) Gun
Permit application process, including, but not limited to: reducing the wait period
of receiving your CPL permit from 6 months (widely experienced in Wayne County
in 2001/2) to no less than two weeks in most if not all counties.

“Renewing the license is a money grab for the state from someone who is simply
exercising their Constitutional right to carry.”

If you believe this is true, then follow the market trend of firearm instructors who
had to bear the financial reduction of “Supply and Demand” for the past sixteen
years. Example: since we have been instructing the CPL classes for 22 years, our
fees have experienced a 2/3 reduction in student fees charged all the while
inflation has driven up all our costs (including, but not limited to materials,
food/refreshment provided, range fees, instructor fees, building operation of



rental fees, etc.). Kindly inform us what training program that provides the
specialty of life and death protection instruction with state regulation that has
reduced its fees charged to students at least 2/3 of a cost of at least 16 years ago?

Therefore, as the power vested in you as a state representative, a suggestion
would be to legislate the state to accept only 2/3 of the original fees charged to
the cpl applicant going forward!

“This legislation does not remove background checks...”

True, however, we all know someone that was able to purchase a handgun but
could not pass the more extensive background check for successful application of
a CPL Permit. These Bill(s) would mean that a person would be armed concealed
with a troubled past which is of a concern for the general public and especially
law enforcement.

“Because you are in the business of firearms training, I can certainly understand
your stance for keeping the status quo,”

We sometimes hear this inference that instructors are only in it for the money
and that may be true of some CPL instructors, but to the dedicated instructors,
that allegation is an insult to those, like us, that have dedicated our lives, finances,
efforts into making the community safer place to live through the importance of
providing responsible citizens skill at arms in a variety of measurable ways.
Including, but not limited to: financing, designing and building three Macomb
County Indoor Ranges for public practicing and developing skill at arms; for
twenty-two years being the only CPL Instructors that continually give back to the
community through free children gun accident/stranger danger awareness
programs; free women’s firearm shooting activities (shooting clubs); Community
Access Network (personal safety cable network programing: seven shows and
four awards); volunteer participation for food / clothing drives; providing, to the
best of our knowledge, on newest built only Lead Free Public Indoor Shooting



Range in Michigan and often volunteering at our own expense of time,
ammunition and range fees to assist CPL students who fail to meet our minimum
safety or firearm skill qualification to stay after the class to attempt to re-qualify
or return at a later date to re-qualify.

‘but gun advocates from across the state support this common sense
legislation.’

Although we vehemently opposed the Michigan Chiefs of Police Association’s
opposition back in 2000 when they lobbied the state legislature to vote no on the
original Concealed Carry Law PA 381, the MCPA is now in agreement with us
against these Bills as with so many law enforcement officers, quality firearm
trained citizens and serious firearm instructors.

“For reciprocity reasons, people will still be encouraged to obtain their
certifications but | will continue to fight for the rights of law abiding citizens
who simply want to carry, and wear a jacket.”

Those representatives who have not instructed CPL students in training programs,
as we have for the past twenty-two years, would have not known, unlike us, from
personal experience, that less than one percent of these students have ever
indicated they are interested in carrying concealed across state lines: most simply
are not interested in paying for the class at all, even though they have little or no
knowledge/experience with firearms; if the state did not mandate it so. And
thank you to the original State Representative sponsors of PA 381 where
applicants have at least some training in a CPL class in which they are encouraged
to continue their firearm training with us or other competent firearm academies.

With all this reference to ‘gun advocates’ and ‘gun rights’, wha is going to fight for
the rights of Shecolby Green's 9 year old son? Ms. Green, who is reported to have
a CPL license, left her unsecured gun in her purse {(contrary to the education in
our class where special a compartment for a concealed carry gun with a LOCK is



available for ladies’ purses on line are discussed regularly), “...accidentally shot
himself after finding a gun inside her purse...”. Even Detroit Police Chief James
Craig was quoted as saying: “| do support law-abiding citizens, ..., to have CPLs,
but I've also indicated in a very strong way the importance of
training.”...(italicized added) please note: the Chief is not a CPL trainer. {by John
Steckroth, ClickOnDetroit.Com, March 29, 2017.}

Summary: thank you for allowing us just to scratch the surface of the personal
experiences, gun rights advocacy, volunteering for community
safety/improvement, and the most important of widely agreed upon opinions by
serious firearm citizens, military and law enforcement personnel we have had the
honor to both train with and attend courses with in the skill at arms.






Deputy Allen and Mary Polkowski
ULTIMATE Protection Academy and Indoor Tactical Training Range
35965 Groesheck Hwy.
Clinton Twp., Mi 48035
586-322-2477
May 11, 2017

Report #2

Why Constitutional Carry will not work:

For its intended Purposes
Review:

As discussed in our last correspondence to our state legislators regarding House
Bills 4416-19, (Report #1) unless these bills are changed to eliminate constitutional
carry and replaced with both training/qualification to at least annually and
increased pistol safety training quality enforcement, then a NO VOTE must be
entered for the benefit for all Michigan citizens.

Recap: Front Sight vs. C carry...same goal but different avenues to arrive there.
Please take note of today’s Report:

From Personal Experience-A Tale of Two Women:

Within one day our firearm training academy and indoor range received phone calls
from two women, both approximately within the ages of late 60’s to early 70s,
who explained that they had no knowledge of handguns or have fired any
handguns before.

Woman #1.: said that her husband had recently passed away and friends
encouraged her to “go to a range to try to get the feel of her late husband’s
handgun”. She didn’t even know if the gun was a revolver or a semi-automatic.
When we suggested that many first time shooters have expressed to us over the
years that either they or they know someone that has little to no
knowledge/experience with firearms has injured themselves or others, she insisted



she was going to a range without any guidance or maybe go to the ‘outdoor’
property of a friend to try out her late husband’s gun.

Concerns:

1. ltisillegal in Michigan to transport a handgun registered to another
person unless that individual has a valid CPL Permit. Example:
Transporting in violation of MCL 750227(2) is a Felony. How to legally
transport your handgun is articulated in MCL 28.422; a violation of which
is a civil fine.

2. Unless a person is a firearm instructor for a measurable length of time,
the average person would not know from continuing eye witness
accounts of participants and/or casual acquaintances that the two often
self-inflicted injuries sustained by most inexperienced handgun shooters
are: (A) injury to the flesh and bony area of the support thumb while firing
sometimes only the first round of a semi-automatic pistol when the
support thumb is crossed behind the returning slide of that pistol when it
is fired. (B) Powder burns and/or injury to the support hand- index finger
when the shooter places it under the barrel forcing cone/cylinder gap
when firing a revolver; especially one of a larger caliber.

3. Without even the basics of handgun safety, safe handling or fundamentals
of aiming, how could anyone ascertain that this woman is going to hit
what she is aiming at and not have a round leave the firearm in an unsafe
direction? You cannot change the direction of the speed of a fired bullet
when it leaves your handgun!

4. Note: Confirmed both last Friday, May 13, 2017 and again on Monday,
May 15, 2017, Mike O'Conner from Carey’s Small Arms Range Ventilation
Company [Phone number upon request} visited our range after
completing maintenance at a local South/Eastern Michigan Range (name
upon request). He stated and confirmed on both days (personal visit to or
range and then by phone in Monday) that he was an eye witness with
astonishment at all of the lanes of that other range had bullet marks on
the range floor no further that five feet from the shooting stall tables. It
was apparent to him that novice shooters were either negligent or so
unsafe aiming at the floor in order for their fired rounds to hit the floor in
such close proximity to the shooters position.



Note: this lady did not stay on the phone long enough for us to explain some basic
firearm laws she may violate in her quest to shoot a handgun, but most importantly
without even a basic class, she may not even remember what we told her on the
phone anyway.

Woman #2. This woman called essentially with the same personal data as above
yet with one profound difference. She correctly stated she wouldn’t handle any
firearms for any purpose until she completed successfully several firearm training
courses. She was wise to suggest waiting for a gun purchase without the
competent advice of an instructor.

Question to Ask the General Public: Which women do you want to meet in a
situation where the lady draws her firearm for personal protection in public where
your children or my children (may or may not be) the backstops to her bullets?
(Inference for Nationally Acclaimed Trainer: Massad Ayoob).

Still trying to discover why a constitutional carry bill is presented when they have
not proven how arming people without increased competency validation make
anyone safer. Apparently we all want to model our state after Front Sight in Nevada
which is hoping to soon have its own firearm resort community with its own zip
Code. The exception is that the average American citizen there (Front Sight) has
proven competence with their skill at arms to be a true asset, not a liability.

Having a several options to carry concealed will only add more confusion and
bureaucracy to a pistol protection process by allowing persons to carry concealed
without following the adequate, albeit unenforced, validation process of pistol
safety training, the more extensive background than gun purchases and education
of firearm laws .

Open carry is not prohibited, true. It is important to note that we (Ultimate
Protection Academy ) sponsored a Gun Law / Gun Rights open house, with
Michigan Open Carry ,the BATF, then State Representative Kim Meltzer as invitees
including free food and refreshments to the public. In their brochure, of which
Michigan Open Carry distributed that day, stated: “ADVISORY NOTE: Before
carrying a handgun we recommend that you become familiar with all state and
federal laws in regards to firearm laws and the use of deadly force. Taking a self-
defense / firearm course is recommended.”(Emphasis added) Apparently they

agree with us.



Greg Ellifritz, full time police officer since 1995 who has spent 13 years as a full time
Tactical Training Officer for his Central Ohio Agency as well as adjunct instructor for
the Ohio Peace Officer’s Training Academy : stated in his document Active
Response Training: Shooting Drill-FBI Qualification Test, 2/17/2015, “...police
qualification courses serve as a fairly decent benchmark of competency for the

average citizen. Without extensive practice or some professional coaching, your
average plinker isn’t likely to pass. | regularly advise students to shoot their local
police qualification course, have it signed and witnessed by a shooting partner (or
even better a police instructor), and save the target. It's an idea | got from Massad
Ayoob. If you have to shoot someone in self-defense and your abilities are
questioned by the court, it makes a pretty powerful statement to say: Asa
responsible gun owner, | didn’t feel comfortable carrying my gun in public until my
skill level was at least as good as the police officers who patrol my community. |
took several training classes and | successfully completed the states’ police pistol
qualification course, here’s the target to prove it.”

We at the academy as still puzzled as to why the constitutional carry bills are being
introduced and what the ultimate goal is? To protect society? To protect
individuals? The reason is unclear. But most importantly , our suggested
modification to these bills would make our society safer. Case in point:

Protecting from enemies foreign and domestic.
History

WWII, not one enemy invaded us on US soil, as it was understand they were afraid
of armed citizens. Fast forward twenty years. Now terrorists are attacking us from
within and from abroad, how do our changes to these bills actually protect us from
these new threats? ( A well-armed and trained individual either law enforcement or
civilian is obviously more like to be victorious in a violent attack then that of a
novice, is indisputable} Examine the new real threats and how does this factor into
‘skill at arms’?

Terrorist attacks

From: Hostage Rescue In the Age Of IS1S; May3, 2017, By James A. Gagliano.

“Let me state this upfront: As a former Counterterrorist Operator, a member of the
FBI's elite Hostage Rescue Team (HRT), where | proudly served from 1997 to 2001, |



am concerned. Really. I'm deadly serious. I'm concerned. The Islamic State has
incontrovertibly changed the hostage game...Human lives are an expendable
currency to the Islamic State...And we westerners ignore this obvious shift in tactics
at our own peril...”

“...Interestingly, the lack of demands and the absence of an opportunity to
negotiate terms to settle a hostage situation within the United States has also
become an anathema to responding laws enforcement teams and counterterrorism
analysts and experts...The fact is, in 2016 America, ISIS-inspired jihadists-in fact in
almost all domestic active shooter massacres of recent vintage-the carnage has
concluded and the assailant has often taken their own lives before the first
responder arrives on the scene or an entry team can make contact with the
shooter...”

“...But hostage rescue requires four things for success, and these are, inarguable-
speed, surprise, violence-of-action, and a failsafe breach. If you (police) can’t get in,
you can’t save hostages....”

Again, to Officer Greg Ellifritz, in his other writing: Islamic Terrorist Hostage Seiges,
May 9, 2017:

“When an ISIS terrorist or team of terrorists takes hostages, it is not the same
situation as when a desperate criminal takes hostage after a bank robbery goes bad
or when domestic violence suspect holds his family hostage...Look at every event
worldwide where Islamic terrorists have taken hostages. In EVERY event, the
terrorists refused to negotiate or used the negotiation time to build better
fortifications or attract more media attention...they don’t want to get away. They
want to kill all the hostages and die a martyr’s death...”

“-Segregation of hostages” [From Dr. John Giduck in his book When Terror Returns;
paraphrased by author Ofc. Ellifritz]. “...To reduce the chance for hostage revolt,
the terrorists will quickly separate any adult males, authority figures, or physically
large or athletic teens. These folks are more likely to fight. The terrorists don’t want
a fight. They pull all of the people who are capable of successful resistance out of

the crowd and execute them in the initial states of the attack.”



So back to Constitutional Carry without any education for use of deadly force,
quality training at skill at arms and competent qualification tests to prove those of
at least the minimal skill goals have been met, how does the lives of so many
depend entirely on a constitutional carry patriot when no one else can protect the
innocent?

Conclusion

Again, we must redefine these bills so that they reflect the same outcome of an
armed society but only in the proven way as demonstrated at Front Sight Firearm
Resort and Training center. Average Armed American citizens who take pride in the
knowledge, skill and safe attitude than can be Micihgan's legacy!



Deputy Allen and Mary Polkowski
ULTIMATE Protection Academy and Indoor Tactical Training Range
35965 Groesbeck Hwy.
Clinton Twp., MI 48035
586-322-2477

May 11, 2017

Report #3

It has been reported Michigan gun rights magazine that Constitutional Carry is not
the same as concealed carry with a Michigan Concealed Pistol License. That begs
the question of what is the purpose of removing requirement for a permit for
some citizens. Our reports #1 & 2 show that it doesn’t make citizens safer, but in
fact may expose them to negligent discharges of firearms, safety injuries to the
firearm owners or others, absence of pistol safety courses and government
agencies (i.e.: MSP, County Clerks) not mandated to provide state law
information. This all adds to the confusion of what some already call a confusing
process personal protection with a firearm.

Allegedly a person who wants to carry concealed without a current permit:

e Can’t borrow another’s handgun

e Can’t carry concealed in reciprocal carry states

e Can’t Utilize the convenience of RI-060: MSP ‘Pistol Sales Record”
for private party sales.

¢ Can't carry in gun zones afforded current CPL holders

® No Pistol Safety Training Course required (classroom and range per state
requirements)

If the only issue was forced “taxation” to apply for a CPL, then these bills
would be simply addressing lowering or eliminating the permit fees. Pistol
safety class fees have drastically plummeted since 2001, yet the state fees



remain approximately the same even though it is clear that the government
costs/involvement has been drastically reduced. {i.e.: gun Boards Eliminated,
fingerprint for renewals eliminated, Wayne County Volunteer Sheriff Deputies
process applications and most all applicant processing done on line, etc.).

Open Carry begs the question of why didn’t the person want to apply for a
carry permit. Were they not able to pass either the more extensive
background check? Or pass the pistol safety course? Do they want to offend
the general public? Often this occurs with open carry as there is no tactical
reason to let your opponent know that you are armed yet non gun rights
people become fearful and offended when open carry gun owners are in
public. Please consider that there are a multitude of proven community
volunteer efforts that gun owners could and should participate like food
drives, clothing drives, kids safety programs, women and family safety
programs; to name a few.

Maybe the gun rights groups stand to gain financially due to media attention
with a successful passage of these bills. Are they offering free memberships as
the example we set back in 1995 with our United Ladies Training In
Marksmanship and Total Empowerment (since 1995) ladies gun rights group?
Do they have paid administrative staff? Do they sell advertising space in their
gun rights magazines?

What, if any, are the states and documentation and or personal testimony
from the names instructors/ranges/academies that have had an increase of
participants in their pistol training programs based on constitutional carry
alone.

Our State Representative, Honorable Steve Marino, has given the members of
the house permission to contact us personally regarding our requests for a NO
VOTE . We look forward to a lively dialog, please feel free to contact us at your
earliest convenience.



